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          The Vicar’s Moment…   
                     by the Rev. Taylor B.  Clark 

Fridays at 11:00 am 

Change. 
 
Good morning and welcome to another vicar’s corner. What a beautiful morning 
this is. Carol and I sat on our porch today as we breathed in the wonderful    
Eastern Oregon air, with just a touch of smoke. There is a hint of changing color 
in the trees. The grass is green with the recent rains.  
 
I am writing as we transition from late summer into fall. These seasons of our 
year, Summer, Autumn, Winter, and Spring frame what we do and how we 
adapt. One of the hallmarks of our worldwide Anglican faith are those markers 
that embrace the liturgical seasons. These seasons of Advent, Christmas,  
Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost and the season after Pentecost focus on     
different aspects of our Christian life.   
 
In this season of the ‘common time’ after Pentecost this year, we have 4 readings 
each Sunday. We have the Old Testament, or Hebrew Bible, a reading from the 
Psalm, a reading from the Epistles of Paul, and a reading from the Gospel. For 
this year in our readings from the Hebrew Bible, we follow the arc of God’s      
formation of the chosen people from Abraham’s call. We explore the lives of the  
patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob to Joseph and the life and experiences of   
Moses.   
  
Presently we are at the beginning of Moses’ life. In our last Bible study, we      
wondered how the Hebrew people were able to maintain their faith through 400 
years of life in Egypt?  What were the cultural and spiritual markers that kept 
them aware that they were the chosen people? As we talked around the table, 
the   conversation moved to the question of our identification as the people of the 
way, Jesus’ way. How do we maintain our faith in the face of acceptance by the 
world. I think that much of my life, I conform to the world’s expectations. I pay my 
bills, attempt to minimize conflict, have a job, care about others. I think that is 
conforming. So, what is transforming in our walk with Christ? How do we      
maintain our calling as Christians? I think what I see are those ‘Christian things 
that we do.’ Here at St. Stephen’s people are regular in their coming together as        
community. People are engaged in the community through activities. Folks do 
things like visiting those who cannot come to church. They belong to the Altar 
Guild or cook breakfast for coffee hour. People ask to help the church and those 
of the Parrish in a variety of ways that transforms and shapes us into the body of 
Christ.   
  
I think what I see that separates us as Christians is that  people at St. Stephen’s 
want to see Jesus in the lives their friends, companions and associates. They 
want to be transformed more and more into Christ’s likeness and presence.   
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St. Stephen’s is a welcoming community of faith.  
Please join us Sundays at 9 AM.                               

We miss you when you are not here. 

                                       September -  October 2023   
                  Bible Study Fridays 11:00 

 
 

Sept 3   Holy Eucharist ll @ 9 am                                             Pentecost 14 

Sept 10   Church Picnic — Holy Eucharist ll @ 9 am                  Pentecost 15 

Sept 17   Holy Eucharist ll @ 9 am                                             Pentecost 16 

Sept 23    10:00 am Barbara Prowell Memorial Service  

Sept 24   7:30 am Vestry Mtg. - Morning Prayer ll @ 9am          Pentecost 17 

 

Oct 1   Holy Eucharist ll  @ 9 am                                             Pentecost 18 

Oct 8  Morning Prayer ll @ 9 am                                             Pentecost 19 

Oct 15  Holy Eucharist ll  @ 9 am                                             Pentecost 20 

Oct 22    Morning Prayer ll @ 9 am                                              Pentecost 21 

Oct 29 Morning Prayer ll @ 9 am                                             Pentecost 22 
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