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by The Rev. Aletha Bonebrake

St. Stephen’s burst the rafters Easter Sunday when 90 parishioners and family members
gathered to witness a transformation in the lives of seven children, baptized into the Holy Spirit
and beginning their walk with Jesus in the Gospel way. They are young, but the Gospel way is
a learning way, one we grow into with God’s help as life confronts us and we learn to make
choices for good, choices of kindness, of being a good friend, of helping another. It is learning
to turn away from bullying and gossip, from vanity, from taking and not giving, from selfcentered choices to the generosity of Love.
It can be hard to live the Gospel life in our complex society. So many mixed messages given
out on all sides, and a strong instinct for self-preservation, can make some Gospel messages
seem naïve or even irrational or impossible to follow. With God’s help, they are not. But, they
do need to be received into a heart open to the wisdom and love given by our baptism into the
family of God and a mind open to trust in God’s promises. For God is Love. He gives us all
we need to follow the path of Love. If we trust that He guides us toward truth, we will receive
the answer we need. Guidance is given in prayer; it speaks through Scripture, it comes through
the listening, loving and witness of those who have promised you in their baptismal covenant
to guide and support you, parents and Godparents who model Love. God gives you eyes to see
good and instinct to recognize wrongs; He gives you courage to turn away and to know that, in
Him, all will be well.
All the witness of Gospel scripture portrays Jesus’ teaching his disciples and ministering to the
needs of others. He healed, he listened, he sat with outcasts, he forgave even his enemies. He is
the perfect example of the incarnation of the Divine. Through our Baptism into Christ, we are,
each of us, become the children of God, even as our Lord Jesus is His Son.
The healing miracles of Jesus’ ministry show the compassion he had for suffering individuals.
Such compassion today from one of us could create a miracle of healing for another. Providing
food to a starving child would produce a miracle of health, growth and hope, the warmth of
donated clothing would help heal an illness from exposure, a blanket from suffering, the gift of
time or money could relieve the hopelessness of want, grace given to another.
Living the Gospel is a road we’re all on, and we hold the hands of our children. We also learn
from each other. While some may need only walk seven miles, others may feel that it’s more
like seventy or even 700. It’s okay. Jesus will walk that distance with them, and so will we.
Our red doors are open for any and all to enter the Gospel life. They can bring their hopes,
fears, longing, – and their questions – spoken or still lingering in the depths of the heart – and
we at St. Stephen’s will not just welcome them, but cherish them. As truly as we are loved.
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The Editor’s Moment…

By Teresa McQuisten

This spring has been an inspiring season of time spent together at St. Stephen’s. We have enjoyed soup suppers, compline services, in-person bible study, Sunday School, spring cleaning, Easter preparations, a busy
Holy Week with an added Maundy Thursday service, and seven baptisms on Easter Sunday. As we head
into the summer, we are preparing for the ordination of our new Priest, the Reverend Deacon Taylor Clark,
which will take place in July. As we celebrate Taylor, we’ll also be celebrating Aletha’s retirement and all
the ways she has served our parish. This is an exciting time for all of us!
While we are grateful for the fellowship we are able to enjoy here at the church, we recognize that many of
you aren’t able to be here with us at this time. If you’re unable to attend in-person services, we would love to
see you on Zoom. Aletha is doing a fantastic job of connecting with people virtually. If you need help getting
connected, contact Aletha or the church office.

Spring at St. Stephen’s

Church members gathered together
the first weekend of April for a
church clean-up day. The yard was
cleaned up, the window wells
cleaned out and repairs completed
around the church. An indoor cleanup day is being planned for the near
future.
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Seven children were baptized at St.
Stephen’s on Easter Sunday.
The Sunday School children presented the easter banners that they
created with Karen, Beth &
Cammy. These beautiful banners
are now displayed in the sanctuary
for all to enjoy.

Children gather ‘round to witness the
baptism of baby Abigail.

After the service, we enjoyed our
annual easter egg hunt provided by
the Crowell family, and brunch
provided by the Barajas and
Larsen family, in celebration of the
baptism of Abigail.

Welcome to the newly baptized!

(left) Courtney &
Adam Crowell
provided a fun and
challenging Easter
egg hunt.

(right) Thank you
to the Barajas &
Larsen family for
hosting Easter
brunch!
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
PO Box 1146
Baker City, OR 97814

2177 1st Street

Phone: 541-523-4812
E-mail: st-stephens@qwestoffice.net

http://www.bakerststephens.org

St. Stephen’s is a welcoming community of faith.
Please join us Sundays at 9 AM.
We miss you when you are not here.

Established 1873 by The Rev. Reuben Denton Nevius

May & June
May 1:

Holy Eucharist at 9 AM; Sunday School; Men’s Breakfast

May 4

6:00 PM Bible Study

May 8:

Morning Prayer at 9 AM; Vestry at 7:30 AM

May 11

6:00 PM Bible Study

May 15:

Holy Eucharist at 9:00 AM

May 18

6:00 PM Bible Study

May 22:

Morning Prayer at 9:00 AM

May 25

6:00 PM Bible Study

May 29:

Morning Prayer at 9:00 AM

June 1

6:00 PM Bible Study

June 5:

Holy Eucharist at 9:00 AM

June 8

6:00 PM Bible Study—last in Sermon on the Mount

June 12 :

Holy Eucharist at 9:00 AM Vestry at 7:30 AM

June 19 :

Morning Prayer at 9:00 AM;

June 26:

Morning Prayer at 9:00 AM

