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We are embarking together on an exciting New Year, a time of growth
and focus on the future of St. Stephen ‘s. This opportunity for renewal
has been brewing for a year and a half, since a great financial gift came
to us down through the years from Ann and Stacy Ward’s estates.
The Vestry made many decisions about the purpose and joy of this gift,
and determined that as caretakers of our 139 year-old church it is best to
invest in its sustainable long-term future- beyond our time here. To this
end over $800,000 was invested with two local investment advisors during 2021 and plans have been put in place to wisely use an annual 5%
return to sustain our healthy presence into the future, and to be able to
support outreach programs.
The Vestry held a retreat at Ascension School in August to outline the
best way to use the average 5% annual dividends to support the church.
We have already put in place teachers for our Pre-School Program. It has
been difficult to manage through the pandemic, but a hopeful test for
the future.
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The plans are now in motion and are reflected in the 2022 budget that
will be voted on at the annual meeting. The Vestry has hired Teresa
McQuisten for 12 hours per week to serve as Parish Administrator, relieving Aletha of the management duties as she approaches retirement. Our
wonderful Deacon, Taylor Clark, is completing his 3-year program at the
High Desert School of Ministry and will be ordained at the end of June as
St. Stephen’s new priest. He will be working 16 hours per week as Vicar
on the spiritual and sacramental aspects of our life together, and will be
compensated from investment earnings. Our secretary of the past few
years, Mindy Sherrieb, will now hold the title of Archivist, going through
all the records of the last century to clean the files of chaff, and to organize , update and make available the critical records online and create a
history from pictures and found documents. This is a miracle of miracles!
Thanks be to God for the gift of St. Stephen’s, for the gift of perfect
people to carry forward all the ministries of a healthy church in the
absence of a full –time priest, as they have so faithfully done for the past
15 years, and for the gift from Ann and Stacy Ward, who loved the
church as much as we do.
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The Editor’s Moment…

By Cammy Warner
EPIPHANY

“Sometimes the dreams that come true are the dreams you never even knew you had.”
Alice Sebold, The Lovely Bones

As Presiding Bishop Michael Curry said in his Christmas Message
of 2020 “While this is a strange year, the ministry He gives us remains
the same. We will prepare him room in our hearts by taking on the
ministry Jesus demands of us: feed those who are hungry; welcome the
stranger; clothe those who are naked; heal those who are sick; visit the
prisoner. Love God. Love your neighbor. Sing joy into this old world.
Prepare him room”
I want to believe that somewhere in Bishop Curry’s quote there is
a dream that you have had and wish to fulfill. I think it is important
to ponder his quote and reset your life. Enjoy the season of Epiphany

Prayer Chain Warriors

Pray for one another. James 5:16
•

Kathleen & Richard Chaves

•

Geri Oster

•

Marilyn Del Fatti

If you would like to have your name removed from or added to
the prayer list, please call the church office at 541-523-4812.

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS
January
5 Connie Boone
5 Sean Tomlinson
17 Kemp Larsen
30 Joel Bigelow

February
05 Jessica Anderson
05 Joel Anderson
07 Molly Larson
11 Jim Tomlinson
12 Meredith Wilson
13 Mark Johnson








Beth Bigelow

856-3334

Rev. Aletha Bonebrake

519-3255

Barbara Prowell

523-4813

Betty Palmer

523-4043

Sue Richard

519-7227

Carol Harley

360-921-4141

ANNIVERSARIES
January:
01: Jim & Mary Tomlinson
February:
07: Nancy & Werner Buehler
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Church FAMILY PICTURES
THE FUTURE!!!!! OUR ST. STEPHENS’ CHILDREN

Decorating
Gingerbread

Advent Families:
The McQuisten & The Crowell, Warners

Food Baskets

ANNUAL MEETING
Our Annual meeting is January 30. Please come and hear
about the future of the church, afterward bring a pot-luck dish
and enjoy fellowship with fellow members of our church.
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
PO Box 1146
Baker City, OR 97814

2177 1st Street

Phone: 541-523-4812
E-mail: st-stephens@qwestoffice.net

http://www.bakerststephens.org

St. Stephen’s is a welcoming community of faith.
Please join us Sundays at 9 AM.
We miss you when you are not here.

Established 1873 by The Rev. Reuben Denton Nevius

January & February
Jan 2

Holy Eucharist II @ 9 am;

Jan 9

Vestry @ 7:30 Morning Prayer @ 9am
Men’s Breakfast

Sunday School

Jan 16 Holy Eucharist II @ 9:00 am
Jan 23 Morning Prayer @ 9:00 am

Jan 30 Holy Eucharist @ 9 am
Annual Meeting after church in Sanctuary
Feb 6

Then POTLUCK in Parish Hall

Holy Eucharist II @ 9 am; Men’s Breakfast Sunday School

Feb 13 Vestry @7:30

Morning Prayer @ 9 am

Feb 20 Holy Eucharist II@ 9 am
Feb 27 Morning Prayer @ 9am

