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Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King; let every heart
prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.
Perhaps like me, you’ve sung this hymn for years – in church, at home with your
family, gathered with friends and neighbors. Perhaps you’ve sung it to yourself –
in your car, on a walk, or quietly in the dark of night.
Joy to the world!

While we may not feel joyful this year – as the pandemic of disease continues to
bring sickness and death, when fear and mistrust – a darkness – threatens to
overcome the light – we, as followers of Jesus Christ must bear joy to this aching
world. We must shine light into the darkness. Joy to the world!
Like much in our lives, proclaiming joy is difficult work – also good and essential
work – especially now. Though we mourn that which is lost in our lives, our
families, and our communities – Joy to the world!
While we strive to pull up the twisted and thorny vines of hatred and bigotry and
anger – Joy to the world!

Wishing that
you be blessed
with gifts of
love, peace and
happiness

Through streaming tears and gritted teeth – Joy to the world! – because God is
breaking into our lives and into this world anew.
While this is a strange year, the ministry He gives us remains the same. We will
prepare him room in our hearts by taking on the ministry Jesus demands of us:
feed those who are hungry; welcome the stranger; clothe those who are naked;
heal those who are sick; visit the prisoner. Love God. Love your neighbor. Sing joy
into this old world. Prepare him room.
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St. Luke writes of the first Christmas, “[Mary] gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn.” There, in the simplest bed, in the cool of the night, in a
trough, in bands of cloth, lies the One for whom no room was made. And yet
strangely, there lies the One whom not even the universe can contain.
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The Lord is come. In your hearts, in your homes, in your lives, prepare him room.

God love you; God bless you; and may God hold us all in those almighty
hands of love.
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The Editor’s Moment…

RESET

By Cammy Warner

Each of us is probably yearning for certain things from our pre -pandemic life, but there
is one thing that just about everyone has in common – we miss going to church!
The National Church Foundation asked pastors and church leaders across the country to suggest some creative
ways that can help your church thrive in the pandemic. Over the next 3 Newsletters, I will be sharing some of
the ideas:
Remember the Sabbath: According to a recent study, almost a third of churchgoers have dropped out of church
participation during the pandemic. If you’re growing weary of virtual Sunday mornings alone, organize a watch party
on Zoom to stream your worship service with friends, and chat as you go along.
Put your giving on auto-pilot: Without the offering plate, it’s easy to forget to mail or go online for your church giving. Take the time to remember to GIVE!
Volunteer your skills: Do you have accounting or business skills? Ask if you can help your church cut expenses. Are
you good at administration? See if you can fill in when they are short-staffed. Handy with social media? Volunteer to
make regular posts.
Stay connected: Encourage your small group or Sunday School class to keep meeting virtually or outdoors, following
safety guidelines. Create a contact list, and reach out by phone, email, and text every week to stay in touch and pray
for each other.
Encourage generosity: During times of crisis, church giving is undoubtedly affected, even as needs grow. Now is a
crucial time to engage friends from church in deeper generosity. A great way to do this is by hosting an
online “Journey of Generosity” event (https://generousgiving.org/online-jog).
Try something new: If you’ve never done a virtual Bible study before, now’s your opportunity. Use a tool like
the YouVersion Bible app (https//youversion.com/the-bible-app/) to keep your friends from church connected and
in the Word. Invite them, and others, to do a study online and learn together each week. (Contact Aletha if you are
interested.)
See March/April for more ideas
Pray for one another. James 5:16
If you would like to have your name added to the prayer list, please call the church office at 541-523-4812.

Prayer Chain Warriors




Beth Bigelow

856-3334

Rev. Aletha Bonebrake

519-3255

Barbara Prowell

523-4813

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS
January
5 Connie Boone
5 Sean Tomlinson
17 Kemp Larsen
30 Joel Bigelow

February
5 Jessica Anderson
5 Joel Anderson
7 Molly Larsen
11 Jim Tomlinson
12 Meredith Wilson
13 Mark Johnson
28 John Shukle





Betty Palmer

523-4043

Sue Richard

519-7227

Carol Harley

360-921-4141

ANNIVERSARIES
January:
1 Jim & Mary
Tomlinson
February:
7 Nancy & Werner Buehler
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Church FAMILY PICTURES
Ginger Bread Houses
Wes and Joel Anderson

Making & Delivering Food Baskets

Consecration Sunday

Wes, Joel and Parker

Thanking our congregation

Cammy Warner, culinary student,
Kristen Anderson

Gathering the Greens”
Joel & Beth Bigelow

Advent Families
Carol Harley & Taylor Clark
Joel & Beth Bigelow
Cammy, Hazel, MacKenzie,
Hattie, Courtney & Fred
(The Warner Clan)

Rob and Betty Palmer

A message from the Vicar Our Bishop calls for a time of sacrifice.
Betty
& isolation
Rob Palmer
St. Stephen’s has been blessed during this very difficult
year of
and closures to have been able to continue in
worship, first on our beautiful lawn in the summer and then in the Sanctuary since Labor Day. Bishop Patrick closed
most churches in the Diocese last May to protect the people from any tragic consequences of coronavirus transmission,
and all have been safe. Services continued remotely in many ways throughout the Diocese, with YouTube, live streaming and ZOOM. Small churches such as St. Stephen’s were given special dispensation to gather by submitting a safety
plan and being approved. However, we have not been singing or taking communion during this time. Our church has a
lot of space for our average attendance and has been blessedly safe. All who come to worship have found safe haven
and all who continue financial support even if they are unable to attend due to special health concerns are commended
for their faithfulness. Since we are now in the worst resurgence since the pandemic reached us in March, with many
regional deaths, our Bishop has asked every church to close for January and February. We will honor our Bishop’s call
after the January 3 services, while continuing to be creative finding ways to worship together. Our annual meeting will
be virtual this year, but by March we should be back together again. We will reach out by postcard, letter and email as
plans evolve. With Love to all. This too shall pass. Aletha
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
2177 1st Street
Mailing Address: PO Box 1146
Baker City, OR 97814
Phone: 541-523-4812
E-mail: st-stephens@qwestoffice.net
www.ststephensepiscopal.com

St. Stephen’s is a welcoming community of faith.
Please join us Sundays at 9 AM.
We miss you when you are not here.

Established 1873 by The Rev. Reuben Denton Nevius

January & February
Jan. 3

Morning Prayer @ 9 am;

Jan. 10 ZOOM Vestry; 7:30 am; Virtual service 9 a.m.
Jan. 17 Virtual Morning Prayer @ 9 am
Jan. 24 Virtual Morning Prayer @ 9 am
Jan. 31 Virtual Morning Prayer @ 9am
Feb. 7

ZOOM Vestry @7:30 am Virtual Service @ 9 am;

Feb. 14 Virtual Morning Prayer @ 9 am
NO SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER

Feb. 17 Ash Wednesday—imposition of
ashes in Sanctuary at noon
Feb. 21 Virtual Morning Prayer@ 9 am
First Sunday of Lent
Feb. 28 Virtual Morning Prayer @ 9 am

Please call or email the office if you
would like to sponsor a particular
Sunday this year with your flower
donation. Choose any date after we
gather again in March. Mindy really
appreciates your comments on the
“Why”.

